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MEETING MINUTES 
ITE NY UPSTATE SECTION EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

 

Location: Transportation Symposium, Century House, Albany, NY  
Date: October 25th, 2010  

 

Meeting Attendees Position Contact Number Initials
Tim Trabold President 716-856-2026 (TT) 
Kim Fabend Vice-President 315-455-2000 (KF) 
Meaghan Capuano Secretary 585-753-7753 (MC) 
Mark Sargent Treasurer 518-446-0396 (MS) 
Mike Wieszchowski Immediate Past President 518-458-7112 (MW) 
Paul Pfleuger Charter & Bylaws Chairperson 716-206-5117 (PP) 
Don Adams District Director  518-446-0393 (DA) 
Christina Douglas Communications Chairperson  518-453-4586 (CD) 
Lynn LaMunyon International Director 609-587-8200 (LL) 
Carl Ast Membership Chairperson 585-512-2000 (CA) 
Tony DaRin Local Activities – Syracuse 315-457-5200 (TD) 
Steve Gayle District Administrator 607-778-2443 (SG) 
Paula Benway International Director Elect 585-475-1440 (PB) 
Frank Dolan Past Officer 585-232-5137 (FD) 
Shan Huang UB ITE Student Chapter - President Sh93@buffalo.edu (SH) 
Jinge Hu UB ITE Student Chapter – Treasurer huchinko@gmail.com (JH) 
Dr. Adel Sadek Associate Professor UB Engineer asadek@buffalo.edu (AS) 
Dennis O’Malley Past Officer domtcllp2000@aol.com (DO) 
Gordon Meth Past President – Met Section 973-946-5670 (GM) 

The following is a summary of issues discussed at the meeting in the order of the agenda (attached). 
 
I. Call to Order – TT called the meeting to order at 10:05 AM. A quorum was present. 
 

II. Approval of Meeting Agenda 
Two discussion items were added to New Business. FD added “ITS NY Relations” and SG 
added “TCPC Outreach”. 
PP moved to approve the revised agenda. MW seconded the motion. Motion approved. 
  

III. Reading and Approval of July 9, 2010 Minutes 
MW moved to forego the reading of minutes from the previous meeting. KF seconded the motion. 
Motion approved. MW moved to approve the July 9, 2010 minutes. KF second the motion. 
Motion approved. 
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IV. Reports from District/International Officers 
a. International Director (LL) 

Discussed report at the District Board Meeting that followed our Board meeting (attached). 
b. District Chairperson (DA) 

 Student Chapter Support Policy/Fund – Discussed report at the District Board Meeting that 
followed our Board meeting (attached). 
International Director Election Results – Paula Benway was introduced as the International 
Director-elect starting in January 2011. 

c. Legislative Affairs (SG) 
SG discussed the ITE 2010 Vancouver Annual Meeting he attended in August and reported 
the proposed ITE Driver Distraction policy was approved by the International Board of 
Direction. He also discussed efforts started on social and environmental policies. 

 
V. Reports from Section Officers 

a. Director (Amy Dake - N/A) 
b. Immediate Past President (MW) 

MW was on the Symposium/Section Annual Meeting Committee this year and reported they 
received 92 registrations. The turn out was good this year compared to previous year’s 
registration of 70-85 people. MW complemented CA for purchasing and setting up the new 
ITE Booth Display to use for the Symposium.   

c. President (TT) 
Closing of 2011 Balloting/Tellers Committee – TT asked if any paper ballots had been 
submitted for the NY Upstate Section Officers Election in addition to the electronic ballots 
that were automatically tallied by ElectionsOnline. MC reported no paper ballots were 
received to date or at the meeting. TT officially closed the balloting. TT noted the Tellers 
Committee consisted of MC, PP, and MS. TT suggested we revisit our by-laws next year for 
potential adjustments based on experience with this year’s on-line elections (see section 
VI.d. Charters & By-Laws). 
Position Letter on Distracted Driving – TT reported the letter from our section was mailed 
to legislators and has not received any responses. 
Local Activity Coordinators – TT announced our new local activities coordinators; TD from 
Syracuse, Jennifer Michniewicz from Buffalo, and Adam Frosino from Rochester. TT noted 
Cyndi Paddick agreed to serve as the local activities committee chair and will report news 
from all the local coordinators at our future meetings. 

d. Vice-President (KF) 
KF reported she received award nominations this year for all the categories except 
“Transportation Professional”.  The winners will be announced at the Symposium dinner. 

e. Secretary (MC) 
2011 Election Results – MC reported the Tellers Committee reviewed the ElectionsOnline 
results that consisted of 75 ballots out of 163 eligible voters, a 46% return. The results 
included our new President as KF, Vice President MC, Secretary MS, Treasurer Tom 
George, and Director MW.  
The on-line election process was discussed and it was agreed to have 2 follow-up reminders 
to vote next year after the initial member notice. Next year’s election process therefore 
would consist of 4 emails: a preliminary notice announcing the forthcoming election and 
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who to contact if you didn’t receive the election email; the start of the election (from 
ElectionsOnline); and two subsequent reminders only to those that hadn’t yet voted.  
TT motioned to accept results of election, MW second the motion. Motion approved. MW 
motioned to destroy ballots. PP seconded the motion. Motion approved. 

f. Treasurer (MS)  
MS distributed the 3rd Quarter Treasurer’s Report (attached) and noted only four checks 
were written this quarter. Expenses this quarter totaled $985.29, news letter advertising 
income totaled $400, the checking account totaled $7,852.71, and the CD has $10,000. 
Some budget items have 0% spent, as shown in the “percent expended” column.   
MW noted we sponsored the Buffalo Future Cities this year but not Albany yet. CD 
mentioned Albany has started planning the event and will be sending out their sponsorship 
forms soon. 
Action: CA noted he will continue to investigate a membership with RES and will get our 
Rochester local coordinator involved, Adam Frosino. 
It should be noted that the $10,000 Annual Section Meeting budget item did not get used 
this year, as the funds are provided by the Symposium. 
FD noted he and Terry Rice are both PIE certified thru the NY County Highways 
Superintendents Assoc. 
 

VI. Reports from Section Committees 
a. Local Activities (Cyndi Paddick - NA) 

i. Buffalo – TT reported Jennifer Michniewicz tried to organize a social event at a UB 
football game, but couldn’t find a date that enough people could attend. It was 
suggested we reach out to members and find out what type of events they are interested 
in. 

ii. Rochester – MC reported Adam Frosino is interested in helping organize a Holiday 
social event. 

iii. Syracuse – TD would like to bring together a few associations for an activity with PDH 
credits. He has an opportunity to have someone from NJ do a technical presentation that 
is PDH certified. 

iv. Albany – Shelly Johnston chaired this years Symposium and Annual Meeting in 
Albany.  

v. Southern Tier – SG reported they have done a few webinars this year consisting of 10-
12 people per webinar. CD has been notifying the whole section when they have an 
event.  

  
DA and LL noted the ITE Met section has a lot of young member actives and have their 
own budget item. GM started a young member committee for their section. To get the 
younger members involved they have a 1st place traffic bowl prize of $900, events with free 
drinks or cash bar, and students attend their 1st meeting free. 
CD suggested coordinating a local Holiday social event on the same date for each area. LL 
noted the New England section does a Holiday party grab bag and has a good turn out. 
 
DO suggested we send a letter to Bill McNamara from the ITE New England section 
recognizing/congratulating him for his contributions to ITE. 
Action: MC to draft recognition letter.  
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b. Membership (CA) 
i. General 

Section Membership Status - CA reported we currently have 193 members, and 163 
eligible to vote. Our membership list came from ITE Headquarters when we did the 
Officer Elections. It was noted that students are not eligible to vote. 
Booth Development/materials - CA reported the ITE booth was purchased and set up 
for the Symposium. The booth cost $166 and includes a white board, folders, carrying 
bag, and is the smaller size. MW noted we need a few items to put in the folders and to 
make the “project sheets” to display on the booth that describes a specific local project. 
CA noted he passed out a draft of the “project sheet” last meeting and it was used for 
this year’s transportation project award application.  
It was agreed that the local activates coordinators should be in contact with one another 
each quarter to discuss what meetings they will be attending with the booth. The local 
activates chair will be responsible for keeping the booth and assigning it to activities. 
The booth should be used at any joint meetings.  
KF noted she has the Syracuse ITE Banner for TD to use along with the budgeted $500.  
AS noted the booth could be used at Engineers week in Buffalo. 
Action: TD and KF to look into attending Engineers Week in Syracuse. 

ii. Student 
ITE Student Chapter at UB - SH apologized for not being able to attend the July Board 
meeting. He reported 1- the UB student chapter website is up an running at ub-ite.org, 2 
– they have plans to host more seminars and a professor from the industrial engineering 
department is having one this Friday Oct. 29th, 3 – they tried to register as a student 
club with the University, but because three of their officers were graduating this year 
they could not and will register next year. 
AS suggested that SH forward there seminars to CD to send out to our whole section. 
SH noted they will have an officer election very soon. He also noted they are trying to 
get students involved from the industrial engineering department and they will be 
volunteering for Future Cities.  
TT asked if they have contacted the planning/architecture department. JH said yes, but 
coordination if difficult because their department is on UB’s south campus. The UB 
planning professor is an ITE member and she now knows they have a student chapter.  
AS recommended they target undergrads for more student members. 
Action: CD to include UB student chapter in e-mail request for news letter info. 
RPI Status – CD noted she sent RPI membership forms and this past month one student 
joined ITE, which was included in the last news letter. Otherwise, RPI was only 
focused on supporting their ASCE student chapter. 
Action: AS will help contact RPI faculty in an effort to start an ITE student chapter. 
Student Involvement - DO suggested student chapters reach out to employers and invite 
them to talk to students and help them choose classes etc. they may want to include in 
their resumes.  
GM noted one faculty advisor and 5 student members is needed to start a student 
chapter. 

c. Communications (CD) 
i. Newsletter Editor (CD) 
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Next Newsletter (Schedule/Topics) – CD reported the winter issue will be sent out in 
December. She needs:  
Action: presidents message (TT’s last), photos of new officers, summary of 
symposium (Shelly Johnston has done it before, MW will coordinate with her), and 
awards (TT to provide pictures).  
CD reported we brought in a lot of business cards this year and did some advertizing. 
Action: CD to send out a notice to employer to let them know employment ads are 
free. 

ii. Webmaster (Vijay Kannan – N/A) 
Website Management/Updates - TT noted that Vijay Kannan is our new webmaster. TT 
learned how to update the website while Vijay was out of town and performed two 
updates during Vijay’s absence. MW contacted Vijay about changing the remaining 
“.com” links under the links tab. It was suggested to include more info on the side bar 
such as traffic reports etc.  

d. Charters & By-laws (PP) 
PP had nothing to report at this time. 
Action: TT would like to revisit the online elections section of the by-laws. 

e. Technical  (Aileen Maguire-Meyer - N/A) 
TT reported that Aileen would like a replacement for technical chair. Sarah Bowman is the 
only other committee member at this time. AS volunteered to join the committee. 
Action: CD will ask Sarah Bowman if she would like to chair the technical committee.  
MC e-mailed the Board the original technical brochures. 
Action:  Next year the committee will discuss the potential and utility of updating the 
brochures. 
f. Meetings  
i. 2010 Section Annual Meeting – Latham, NY (October 25th & 26th) 

MW reported Shelly Johnston is the meeting Chair and he was on the organizing 
committee. Everything was going smoothly. 

ii. 2011 NE District Meeting – Port Jefferson, NY 
Discussed report at District Board Meeting that followed our Board meeting (attached). 

iii. 2011 Section Annual Meeting – Buffalo, NY 
TT noted that volunteers are need for a local arrangements committee. 

iv. 2012 NE District Meeting – Upstate NY Location (TBD) 
DA reported he is chairing the event and will present the recommended meeting 
location to the executive committee at the January Board Meeting. He will prepare a 
report summarizing each location. Potential locations include Watkins Glen, Lake 
Placid, Geneva, and Alexandria Bay. 
Action: DA is looking for committee members.  
SG noted there are companies available to help find facilities for ITE Meetings and one 
will be at the Symposium today. 

 
VII. Old Business: 

a. Research LED signals & snow (Bflo, MCo.) 
TT discussed the problems different areas have been having with snow covering LED signal 
lenses because they don’t generate enough heat to melt the snow. Denver has had big 
accidents due to signal lenses becoming covered by snow. Buffalo and Rochester will be 
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trying out McCains vented hoods this winter. DO reported NYSDOT Region 1 has not 
reported any problems with snow covering the LED lenses yet, but they have had problems 
with bundles of green LED’s failing. In Troy, 40% of bundles were not visible and they 
don’t know what is causing the problem. GM also experienced batches of LED’s going bad 
in NJ. It was discussed that as an organization we should express our opinion.  
Action: SG will forward LED problem to traffic engineering council. 

b. Red light Camera Deployment (Bflo, MCo.) 
TT noted our section sent out a position paper last year with recommendations for installing 
red light cameras. Buffalo has no plans to install cameras at this time. 
MC reported the City of Rochester currently has a contract with Redflex to install up to 50 
cameras and has three locations up and running. The agreement between Redflex and 
Monroe County was denied by the County legislature, therefore prohibiting Redflex from 
using/work with County equipment. This has significantly delayed the installation of many 
cameras as Redflex had to redesign many locations. They are no longer wiring the cameras 
to the controller red output, therefore relying only on video of the signal displays. Also, they 
can no longer remove existing County detection loops to install their own and are limited to 
installing wireless pucks behind the stop bar to detect violators. The trial period is ending 
soon and tickets will be issued to violators. 
 

VIII. New Business 
a. NY State’s Next Commissioner of Transportation 

TT noted NYS will have a new Governor and likely a Commissioner of Transportation next 
year. The importance of selecting a transportation professional with the right qualifications 
for Commissioner was discussed. He suggested a letter to the transition team be prepared. 
Action: TT will draft a letter to the Governor-Elect covering our concerns. 

b. Consultant Assistance with Section Activities 
 TT distributed a sample RFQ (attached) which outlined how WNY APA acquired 

consultant assistance to assist their Executive Board. The need and scope of consultant 
services were discussed and how such services might be budgeted. SG suggested hiring an 
administrator first if needed. LL agreed and added if you hire a consultant they still require a 
lot of time from the Board. The group consensus was that such services were not needed at 
this time. 

 Action: SG will discuss with the District Board. 
c. ITS-NY Relations 

FD is on the ITS-NY Board and they would like to reach out to other organizations their 
members are affiliated with to share information. It was agreed that a link to ITS-NY 
website would be a good addition to our website.  
Action: TT to coordinate with Vijay to add www.its-ny.org to website under “links” tab. 
CA noted the ITS-NY 2011 Annual Meeting is on June 9th & 10th in Saratoga Springs at the 
Gideon Putnam.  

d. TCPC Outreach 
SG is the vice chair and they are looking into how they can better market professional 
certifications. They are also working on updating their strategic plan, having better outreach 
to other organizations including ITE, and are taking the first steps for a “Transportation 
Safety” certification. The Certification Board has approved a one year membership 

http://www.its-ny.org/
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extension for unemployed members so the $275 fee if waived. It was agreed certification 
info should be provided on our ITE board display. 

  
IX. Adjournment 

TT thanked everyone for attending and noted the District Meeting will follow. MW moved to 
adjourn the meeting.  KF seconded the motion.  Motion approved at 12:05pm. 

 
Please report any errors or omissions in these minutes to Meaghan Capuano at 
mcapuano@monroecounty.gov by January 13th, 2011. 
 
Revised 11/10/10 MC 
Revised 12/20/10 TT 
Revised 01/05/11 MC 
Revised 01/07/11 MC 
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